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Introduction 

Friends of Liberty,  

It’s my pleasure to share LPKC’s official endorsements for the 

upcoming 2020 elections. Our process included an assessment 

of all “declared” Libertarians running for elected office inside 

King County and beyond, as well as outreach to “liberty 

adjacent” or “liberty curious” candidates running within King 

County.  

We contacted 13 “declared” Libertarian candidates, and 12 responded. One of those not responding 

withdrew from the ballot. After a thorough review of their answers to our questionnaire, and some 

additional vetting, we are proud to officially endorse 10 Libertarian Candidates.  

We contacted 8 “liberty curious/adjacent” candidates in races that included King County, and 2 

responded. It is our policy (and required by LPWA bylaws) not to endorse candidates who are not 

running as declared Libertarians, but we are including them for your information/consideration as they 

did respond to the questionnaire and may represent a better option than other candidates in those 

races. Links to all of their relevant digital/social media properties (if available) are included for your 

convenience.  

It’s also important to call out the very important efforts underway to promote the Jo Jorgensen/Spike 

Cohen campaign for POTUS/VP. As you know, the LP nominated those candidates at our historic online 

convention this past Memorial Day Weekend, and many of our members were selected as delegates and 

helped lead a very capable performance by the LPWA delegation both there and in Orlando.  If you’d like 

to learn more about efforts in WA to support Jo and Spike, click here.  

Finally, it’s my pleasure to say that we’re doing more than ever to support Libertarian candidates, 

directly and indirectly, with fundraising, social media outreach, and grassroots activism.  We’ve got big 

momentum, and we’re fighting to win, especially with Anthony Welti’s historic and dramatically 

successful campaign for State Insurance Commissioner blazing a trail for down- and cross- ballot LP 

candidates.  

We’ve got a tremendous opportunity to make a difference this cycle, and we’re already thinking ahead 

to upcoming county and municipal elections, where we aim to target winnable seats and start building 

a cohort of elected Libertarians at that level.  

So we ask that you give – your votes, your time, your money and your energy to our endorsed candidates, 

and if you’re not already a member of LPKC, we cordially invite you to join us.   

“Our goal is nothing more nor less than a world set free in our lifetime, and it is to this end that we take 

these stands.” - Libertarian Party Statement of Principles, Preamble 

In Liberty,  

Nathan Deily - Political Director, Libertarian Party of King County 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WashingtonForJorgensen/
https://donate.lpkingcounty.com/sponsor_monthly


 

Endorsed Candidates (Libertarian) 

Federal Races 

 President of the United States/VP   Jo Jorgensen/Spike Cohen 

 United States Congress District 1     Steven Skelton 

 United States Congress District 4      Ryan Cooper 

 United States Congress District 9      Jorge Besada 

Statewide Races 

 State Insurance Commissioner    Anthony Welti 

 Lt. Governor        Matt Seymour 

King County Legislative Races 

 Legislative District 33, Position 1     Marliza Melzer 

Other Legislative Races 

 Legislative District, 22, Position 1    Allen Acosta 

 Legislative District 38, Position 1    Jorge Garrido 

 Legislative District 38, Position 2     David Wiley 

 Legislative District 9, Position 1     Brett Borden 

Other Candidates – Not Endorsed 

King County Races 

 Legislative District 47, Position 2    Joseph Cimaomo  

(Republican)  

 Legislative District 11, Position 1    Jay Stark    

        (No Party Preference) 

 Public Lands Commissioner    Kelsey Reyes    

(Libertarian) 

 



 

Candidate Information 

Endorsed Candidates (Libertarian) 

Federal Races 

President of the United States/VP          Jo Jorgensen/Spike Cohen 

United States Congress District 1           Steven Skelton 

On August 29th, 2019, my best friend’s wife rushed him to the 

hospital as he complained of chest pain. The doctors hurried 

him into surgery, but he didn’t make it. He was 50 years old. 

Eric Fix had the most magnificent mind I’ve come across in my 

life. His wit and wisdom were unmatched. I called him the 

“Sage of Soulard.” He was the kind of guy I could imagine 

sharing a bottle with Hemmingway or Oscar Wilde. 

At his core, he was a passionate believer in freedom. He 

thought highly of the founders, and of the constitution they 

crafted. He was saddened by how far our federal government 

had strayed from it. He lamented its encroachment upon our 

freedoms and its incessant war-making around the globe. 

 

For years during these conversations, he encouraged my desire to “someday” run for office. Lincoln 

spoke of a government “of the people, by the people, and for the people.” Eric said that only works if 

people run for office. I agreed with him then, and I agree with him now. 

 

A month after Eric died, my mother passed away. The fragility of life further bull-horned its way into my 

thoughts, and the value of our limited time became paramount. The urgency of now sparked me to take 

drastic measures. 

 

I sought the counsel of family and friends and researched the process. I discovered a path to a 

Libertarian Party victory in the 1st Congressional district of Washington. So I put my consulting practice 

on hold and embarked on this campaign to win One Seat for Liberty.  

https://joj2020.com/issues-jo-jorgensen/
https://skelton2020.com/


 

United States Congress District 4                 Ryan Cooper 

2020 has shown the failures of government on all levels. It’s time that 

we embrace real change this election year. 

Libertarians offer the only solutions to the major problems we are 

facing. Libertarians have stood against mandatory minimum 

sentencing laws, three strike laws, militarizing the police, civil asset 

forfeiture and allowing police to act with impunity through qualified 

immunity. 

 

We support Black Lives Matter because no lives matter if the 

government can kill people in the streets of America or in cities 

around the world. Our goal is to have peace and liberty in our lifetime. 

I’m Ryan Cooper and I’m running for Congress in the WA 4th District. 

I’d be honored to have your vote on August 4. 

 

United States Congress District 9                Jorge Besada 

The great intellectual slayer of Socialism, Ludwig von Mises believed 

that if we didn't teach economic freedom and Capitalism to "the 

immense majority", then "there is no hope left for mankind". Yes! 

When will we end the economic ignorance that has citizens going along 

and even morally encouraging these counterproductive Coronavirus 

lockdowns that have allowed hordes of economically ignorant 'well-

meaning scholars' like Dr. Anthony Fauci and numerous politicians to 

inadvertently destroy our freedom and economic prosperity? Mises' 

protégé, 1974 Nobel Laureate in Economics Friedrich Hayek explains: 

 

"Most people are still unwilling to face the most alarming lesson of 

modern history: that the greatest crimes of our time have been 

committed by governments that had the enthusiastic support of millions of people who were guided by 

moral impulses. It is simply not true that Hitler or Mussolini, Lenin or Stalin, appealed only to the worst 

instincts of their people: they also appealed to some of the feelings which also dominate contemporary 

democracies." 

 

"It is necessary to realize that the sources of many of the most harmful agents in this world are often 

not evil men but high-minded idealists, and that in particular the foundations of totalitarian barbarism 

have been laid by honorable and well-meaning scholars who never recognized the offspring they 

produced." 

 

Our freedom to choose transforms billions of free people into a global super-computer where all 

companies are motivated to innovate and learn from each other thus inadvertently cooperate to 

discover the best information with which to serve customers and reorder all of mankind. Freedom and 

competition, not coercive competition-immune government monopoly by 'experts', is what made 

America the greatest country on earth. Mises and Hayek saved us from Communism, now we must save 

ourselves from Communism by showing how “Freedom is The Ultimate Algorithm”! 

https://cooper4wa.com/
https://www.votebesada.com/


 

 

Statewide Races 

State Insurance Commissioner            Anthony Welti 

We are all given the natural right to human life. The freewill to be 

who we are, and who we are to become. That only through self-

ownership and personal responsibility can we meet our maximum 

potential. Our world is diverse, full of individuals that should be 

free to live their life free from corruption and power over their 

lives. With that true freedom, our individualism can shine and we 

can live a life full of happiness.  I believe that our individual 

liberties must not be removed and that our inherent rights to LIFE 

LIBERTY and The Pursuit of HAPPINESS are paramount to the 

human race.      

  

When I am elected to the position of Washington State Insurance 

Commissioner, I vow to do everything in my power to make insurance more accessible, accountable and 

affordable. For far too long insurance has been frustrating to the average person in Washington, 

clouded in cronyism and getting more expensive by the day. I will not let one group of people control 

another group and, ultimately, I will work tirelessly to put you back in control of your insurance needs.     

 

Lt. Governor         Matt Seymour 

 

King County Legislative Races 

Legislative District 33, Position 1            Marliza Melzer 

Originally I resolved to run for State legislature to address 

outrageous taxation, the restoration of parental rights, healthcare 

rights, transportation, education, homelessness, crime. 

Then came the pandemic. It is June 2020 and our legislature has yet 

to call a special session. How about a rollback in property taxes to 

help with economic recovery? Protection from rampant 

foreclosures? Protection from our governor? Securing and 

protecting our food chain? Protection for those being abused in 

lock-down? How about allowing businesses to open and letting us 

take personal responsibility for our own health? There is much to do in order for us to thrive again. 

Maybe reach out to your county sheriff to inquire whether they are willing to stand with you in protecting 

your constitutional rights? Be kind; the enemy is not us. Above all, demand transparency! 

 

https://www.anthonywelti.com/meet-anthony
https://marliza4wa.com/


 

Other Legislative Races 

 

Legislative District, 22, Position 1               Allen Acosta 

More than words, continuing my service in my legislative district. I 

have worked on numerous legislation that advocates for individual 

rights and protection. I have spoken out against continued taxation 

at rallies, fighting the cost of living increase that is making 

Washington less affordable for families. I work with community 

outreach addressing food insecurities and homelessness in our 

communities to include veteran homeless task force, a growing 

issue within the State. I am an advocate for affordable housing and 

zoning law reform. I am a responsible steward of public lands and a 

strong advocate for conservation education.  

 

Legislative District 38, Position 1              Jorge Garrido 

Today, many people worry that the American Dream is slipping away. I’m 

committed to the Dream because I’ve lived it. My parents came to America 

from Cuba in the 1960s and worked hard and made sacrifices so that I 

could have greater opportunities. By their loving and powerful example, I 

learned the importance of family values, hard work, and believe all things 

in America are possible. I went to college, trade school, and have been 

employed across all aspects of the aviation industry, where I now work side 

by side with many of you. 

I’m running for State House Representative to make a difference, so that 

my children and future generations in my community can be glad of the 

decisions made today for their future in pursuit of life, liberty, and 

happiness. We deserve Representatives that listen and stand-up to the challenges; not more of the 

same. We deserve better. 

I’m a husband, father, minority, union member, and a proud champion for smarter, limited government, 

with realistic solutions to problems that don’t infringe on our rights. Let’s stop aligning ourselves with 

the same parties that have continually failed us, and get back to what really matters. Stop voting for 

one side or the other. Vote Liberty! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vote4allen.com/#my_anchor
https://www.jgforliberty.com/


 

Legislative District 38, Position 2        David Wiley 

Hello. My name is David Wiley and I want to thank you for your 

consideration as Representative for the 38th Legislative district. I am a 

Pacific Northwest Native, my Father was from Oregon and my Mother 

from Washington State. I am a 20 year Quality Assurance professional 

who specializes in continuous improvement and processes that get it 

right the first time. For the last 12 years I have lived in Snohomish 

County. As a single Dad with three kids, I struggle with the high cost of 

living like many others. I am running for State Representative as a 

Libertarian and I am a strong believer in the Non-Aggression Principle. 

The Non-Aggression Principle, or NAP, is the belief that individuals 

should be free to act as they choose with the exception that they may 

not initiate force, or the threat of force, against another person or their 

property. 

Bioethics has developed a principle for studying the ethics of biology 

and medicine. Primum non Nocere or “First, Do No Harm”. “Given an existing problem, it may be better 

not to do something, or even to do nothing, than to risk causing more harm than good.” 

Decision makers in Olympia have rushed to “do something” to prove that they are statesman, but they 

only infrequently seem to care about the harm their poorly thought out ideas cause. Our State now has 

severe Economic problems, Injustice problems and Housing problems which Olympia has made worse 

instead of better. As a Libertarian in congress I will not be able to implement any Libertarian agenda 

and no special interests will sway me away from the business of my neighbors. I will fight to maintain a 

transparent government that sticks to its chief role as outlined in Article I of the Washington State 

Constitution: 

“All political power is inherent in the people, and governments derive their just powers from the consent 

of the governed, and are established to protect and maintain individual rights” 

Vote for David Wiley to have one voice in Olympia that will stand firm for you and not cave to special 

interests. I will stand up for your civil rights in every vote that I make. 

Legislative District 9, Position 1                Brett Borden 

As a liberty-loving citizen of southeastern Washington, I demand a state 

government that keeps its hands off the freedoms we cherish. All citizens 

have a natural right to be left alone and make their own choices as adults. 

I pledge to stand firmly on the side of the People against government 

overreach in all forms. My legislative priorities include criminal justice 

reform and ensuring small business owners and farmers get a fair shake. I 

also support electoral reforms so our elected leaders better represent the 

will of voters. 

Please join me in pursuit of a free and just Washington!  
 

https://wiley4liberty.com/
https://bordenforliberty.com/


 

Other Candidates – Not Endorsed 

Legislative District 47, Position 2      Joseph Cimaomo  

(Republican)  
 

Joseph Cimaomo Jr is running for the 47th Legislative District 

position 2 as a Republican. Currently he serves on the Covington 

City Council, and has a strong background of public service 

serving on multiple important committees with organizations the 

public relies on. Issues important to Joseph include 

Homelessness, Transportation, Education Funding, Public Safety 

and Healthcare.  

 

Legislative District 11, Position 1       Jay Stark  

         (No Party Preference) 

The role of government is first and foremost to protect its citizens rights; 

life, liberty and property. I have been concerned with the slow creep of 

bureaucracy and abuses of power infringing on our civil rights. 

Limiting how we educate our children, preventing many from starting a 

business, and hindering economic opportunity is unacceptable.  

As a student of Austrian economics, all decisions have consequences. 

Unfortunately, our representatives have made clear they only look at 

“intentions” with short term perks. I will be a reasoned voice and an 

advocate for long-term success for you, your family, and our state. 

 

Public Lands Commissioner      Kelsey Reyes 

(Libertarian) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cimaomo4wa.com/
https://www.votejaystark.com/

